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Music industry mourns the loss of Naomi Judd
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LOS ANGELES, CA - In Marvel 
Studios’ “Doctor Strange in the 
Multiverse of Madness,” the 
MCU unlocks the Multiverse and 
pushes its boundaries further 
than ever before. Journey into the 
unknown with Doctor Strange, 
who, with the help of mystical 
allies both old and new, traverses 
the mind-bending and dangerous 
alternate realities of the Multi-
verse to confront a mysterious 
new adversary. 
 “Doctor Strange in the Multi-
verse of Madness” stars Benedict 
Cumberbatch, Chiwetel Ejiofor, 
Elizabeth Olsen, Benedict Wong, 
Xochitl Gomez, with Michael 
Stühlbarg, and Rachel McA-
dams. 
 The film is directed by Sam 
Raimi, and Kevin Feige is the 
producer. Louis D’Esposito, Vic-
toria Alonso, Eric Hauserman 
Carroll, Scott Derrickson and 
Jamie Christopher serve as ex-
ecutive producers. The screen-
play was written by Michael 
Waldron. “Doctor Strange in the 
Multiverse of Madness” releases 
in U.S. theaters on May 6. 

  FRANKLIN, Tenn. – The coun-
try music community was rocked 
today with the tragic news of the 
sudden passing of country music 
giant Naomi Judd. 
 Hailing from the Appalachian 
foothills of Ashland, Ky., mother 
and daughter duo, The Judds, 
were first discovered by RCA 
label head Joe Galante in 1983 
after landing a spot on WSM-

healthcare technician, or health-
care support worker) who has 
demonstrated outstanding com-
mitment to their progression and 
to the health of the Mid-South. 
 
 About Volunteer Memphis: 
 Volunteer Memphis builds ca-
pacity for effective volunteering 
and connecting people with op-
portunities to serve throughout 

Memphis and Shelby County. 
The organization helps individ-
uals, families, corporate teams, 
and community groups 
strengthen Memphis and the 
Mid-South through service at 
more than 300 nonprofit organi-
zations and schools. Our vol-
unteers are at work every day of 
the year, tutoring and mentoring 
children, helping individuals and 
families make pathways out of 
poverty, improving our Memphis 
and Shelby County environment, 
and more. Volunteer Memphis is 
an affiliate of the Hands-On Net-
work, an association of 250 vol-
unteer service organizations 
across 16 countries and an action 
Initiative of Leadership Mem-
phis. For more information, 
please visit 
VolunteerMemphis.org. 
 About Leadership Memphis: 
 Leadership Memphis is a non-
profit, community leadership de-
velopment organization. Its 
mission is to prepare and mobi-
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TV’s 'The Ralph Emery Show.' 
 They made their chart debut by 
the end of the year with “Had A 
Dream (For The Heart),” and the 
two were on their way to becom-
ing one of the best-selling duos 
of all time. 
 For the rest of the 1980s, each 
single from The Judds released 
by RCA went to the Billboard 
Top 10, with 14 hits going all the 

way to number one. The Judds 
swept the CMA’s Vocal 
Group/Duo category from 1985 
to 1991 and garnered six 
GRAMMY Awards. 
 The Judds embarked on their 
'Farewell Tour' in 1991 after 
Naomi’s diagnosis of Hepatitis C 
forced her to retire from the road. 

Naomi focused on her health, 
beating the disease, and wrote 
several New York Times best-
selling books. The duo reunited 
briefly in the 2000s and again to 
honor Kenny Rogers in the fall 
of 2017. They were set to re-
group this year for 'The Final 
Tour' to play a number of con-

certs in North America. 
 Recently, Judd was promoting 
her new memoir 'River of Time: 
My Descent Into Depression and 
How I Emerged With Hope.' The 
Judds were also scheduled to be 
inducted into the Country Music 
Hall of Fame and Museum on 
Sunday, May 1, 2022. 
 Judd's friends and colleagues 
share fond memories of the coun-
try music trailblazer: 
 "I am deeply saddened by the 
loss of my friend and fellow Ken-
tuckian, Naomi Judd. Naomi was 
always so special to be with. She 
accomplished so much and she 
will be missed and loved forever. 
My prayers go out to Naomi and 
her family." - Crystal Gayle 
 
"We just heard the devastating 
news that Naomi Judd has gone 
home. The Judds are being in-
ducted into The Country Music 
Hall of Fame tomorrow. This is 

so very sad. We have been 
friends for decades and have 
worked hundreds of shows to-
gether. Our prayers for WY and 
Ashley and for all that loved 
her… which includes the four of 
us!" - The Oak Ridge Boys 
 "Such a sad day in country music 
with the loss of Naomi Judd. Her 
family is in my prayers." - 
Johnny Lee 
 "Sunday was slated to be a day 
of celebration with the medallion 
ceremony for the Judds being of-
ficially welcomed into the Coun-
try Music Hall of Fame…But 
sadly, the Country Music Com-
munity and millions of fans 
around the world are mourning 
the loss of Naomi Judd, the ma-
triarch of the country music duo 
the Judds. Our condolences go 
out to Wynonna, Ashley & 
Naomi’s husband of 32 years, 
Larry Strickland." - Dallas 

A legend in her own time and now, Naomi Judd. 

Please see sports page 2

The organization helps indi-
viduals, families, corporate 
teams, and community 
groups strengthen Memphis 
and the Mid-South through 
service at more than 300 non-
profit organizations and 
schools.

lize leaders to work together for 
the good of the whole com-
munity. Originally founded in 
1979 as The Memphis Institute of 
Public Responsibility, Leadership 
Memphis has graduated more 
than 3,900 leaders from its pro-
grams. For more information, 
please visit LeadershipMem-
phis.org. 


